12                       JOHN  WESLEY

William III soon died, and the couple was recon-
ciled under Anne, the earliest fruit of their
reunion being John, who inherited their wilful-
ness. The discipline of his education, entirely
conducted by his mother, helped to encourage
strength of character. At five years old the chil-
dren were taught to read, one day only being
allowed to learn the alphabet, and they were
made to cry softly after being whipped, measures
essential in a large,' understaffed household.
Mrs. Wesley's motto, "Break the child's will,"
ultimately had the opposite effect; but she did
succeed in breaking, or at least cracking, her hus-
band's. She had the misfortune, she told her
son, never to think like his father ; but when any
difference arose, for example as to whether she
should hold a " conventicle " at home when the
rector was away, it was she who won. She ruled
the house, except on extraordinary occasions,
while old Samuel Wesley, stern, harsh, ambitious
for his sons, worked out his commentaries on the
Book of Job.

In 1720, John left Charterhouse, elected to a
scholarship at Christ Church, Oxford, where he
soon found the life of the average undergraduate*-*
was formless, and lacking in seriousness. He
made up his mind to change that, for himself at
least; and taking an old note-book of his grand-
father's, headed it with the mysterious symbols :
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